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‘Castro’s Beard’ a cutting-edge political satire

By Adriana Ramirez | Thresher staff

What’s not to love about the early 1960s? The Beatles, those fun haircuts, the Kennedys, Fidel Castro, the CIA and those skinny,
skinny ties. Not to mention the Bay of Pigs, Khrushchev and a heightened fear of imminent death. Ah yes, good times. Stages
Repertory Theater sets its newest cutting-edge production, Castro’s Beard, in the height of the Red Scare. The minimalist
production features only four characters, who sit in a static location ? a CIA boardroom ? brainstorming ways to assassinate or
destabilize Castro and reclaim Cuba from those ‘Red, Commie bastards.” Meet Ted, Bill, Tom and Paul. Together, they form the
think tank whose sole charge is to take down Castro’s regime. Ted (Rutherford Cravens) is the coordinator of the top secret division
of the CIA, Bill (David Born) is a clandestine operative who single handedly took Guatemala, Tom (Jeffery Yaworski) is a
Massachusetts Institute of Technology/Yale University scientist always ready with the wackiest new technology at hand, and Paul
(John Richard Johnston) is a Harvard Law School graduate with a conscience. The problem? Our four misguided bureaucrats function
in a world layered with preposterous science, international politics and pesky laws prohibiting murder. The goal? Elimination with
total deniability. Possible assassination methods range from the classic exploding seashell to a revolution-inciting motorized Jesus.
The men plot to destabilize the regime by reinstating the Christmas holiday or to take down Castro and his follicle hold over the
Cuban people by stripping him of his famous beard. The 2001 play, by English playwright Brian Stewart, is well written. The first act
is rather long, but the one-liners and the quick exchange of ideas keep it moving along nicely. The second act takes an odd turn,
veering from the play’s successful foundation of absurdity into heavy-handed moralizing about the nature of war. Stewart clearly
intends the audience to identify with Paul as the voice of reason and morality. Brought in by Bill to provide an outsider’s perspective
in the boardroom, he is as lost as we are. However, as the show progresses and we learn more about our straight man, we find him
less appealing. This turnaround complicates the already twisting plot. In Act 2, Paul attempts to justify his hatred of the system in
an unconvincing and unnecessary manner. We do not believe him, and we do not care about his reasoning. Stewart would have done
well to stick to his original premise and keep the jokes coming. As Ted, Cravens delivers a solid performance. He is credible as a
true-blue soldier and politician, and is reminiscent of George C. Scott in Dr. Strangelove. Born and Yaworski do an excellent job of
keeping the show fresh. Perhaps the biggest problem stems from the high intensity of the acting. Director Kenn McLaughlin has put
together an amazing production with close attention to detail ? the set and music are wonderful. However, I would have liked to see
a greater variety of pacing, which would have allowed the audience to breathe. Born, Yaworski and Johnson spend most of their time
onstage yelling and red in the face. In the end, though, Castro’s Beard comes through with both humor and humanity. All four actors
merge to form a riveting ensemble cast. Interestingly, Stewart based his story on true but little-known facts. Part of the fun of

watching the show is knowing that the CIA came dangerously close to sending Jesus to Cuba on a motorized surfboard cross.

Back to top

1of2 11/4/07 6:15 PM



‘Castro’s Beard’ a cutting-edge political satire | The Rice Thresher

20f2

http://the.ricethresher.org/ae/2004/10/22/castros_beard_stages_repert...

Other arts & entertainment stories

Alone in the woods:

American Indian culture focus of MFAH exhibit

Daring French thriller exposes ugly corporate underworld

New exhibit showcases one man's diverse, politically-conscious career

News

Beer-bike coordinators named

Coffeehouse plans 2005 renovations

Flu shot clinics cancelled

Internet down for three hours Wednesday
Leebron proposes passport

Leebron to host all seniors in four dinners
RMC offers DVD rentals

RPC announces Westin Galleria hotel as Esperanza location
SA Senate denies pie-baking club official status
SA throws farewell party

Student-athlete profile airs on PBS affiliate
Students admit to stealing router

Sports

DiSesa advances to quarters, freshmen win in first round
Football falls on the road again

Golf concludes fall season with fourth place finish
Gorry takes seventh at national meet

Haerle leads tennis to regionals

Lovett edges Brown in overtime

Men's cross surprises, third at Chile Pepper

Options galore: Owls play at Navy tomorrow

Soccer squeezes past UTEP

Swimming defeats UH to open season
Volleyball runs win streak to 11

Opinion

'Passport to Houston' could be improved

How to toss the tampon and save the Earth
Slamming the door on a Rice tradition

Sounds like somebody's got a case of the Mondays
The SA should let everyone eat pie

There's something about Mary Cheney

Copyright © 2004-6 The Rice Thresher

Archives About Us Subscribe Advertise Contact us RSS

11/4/07 6:15 PM



